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Academic Excellence -The Foundation of Texas A&M. 


Transforming Spirit. Powering Minds. 


The Texas AGM Foundation turns donor generosity into scholarships, faculty support and innovative academic 
and leadership programs. The result is powerful Aggie minds capable of changing our world, making it better for 
generations to come. 


Today's academic demands are greater than ever, and many deserving young Aggies need the same support that 
helped you through college and on to success in business and life. 


To learn how you can impact Aggie minds, call (800) 392-3310 and ask for the development 
officer of your favorite college. Find us online at giving.tamu.edu or visit us in person at the 


Hagler Center, 401 George Bush Drive, just south of Kyle Field. A&M 


On the phone, online or on campus, come join your A&M Foundation and become part FOUNDATION 
of the spirit and mind of Texas AGM. 


TEXAS 


Texas A&M Foundation SPIRIT AND MIND* 
(800) 392-3310 giving.tamu.edu 


“Softly Call the Muster...” 


Return to Aggieland. A place to continue the time honored traditions you love and respect. 


The City of College Station is pleased to announce the development of the Aggie Field of Honor 
as part of the new Memorial Cemetery of College Station, located at 3800 Raymond Stotzer 
Parkway (northwest corner of FM 60 and FM 2818). Grounds will be open in the spring 
of 2009 on a total of 56 acres, with 20 acres designated to the Aggie Field of Honor. 


For space information and pricing, contact Ross Albrecht (Class of 84) at 979.764.3486 
or visit http:/ieldofhonor.cstx.gov. 


Memorial Cemetery ' 


OF COLLEGE STATION 
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CONTACT INFORMATION: College Station Parks and Recreation Department * Rois Albrecht + BO, Box 9960 + College Station, TX 77842-9960 « http:/ /fieldofhonorcstx.gov 
‘The term “Aggie” and the “ATM” and “Muster” trademarks, which are trademarks of Texas A&M University, are used in pursuant to a license agreement with the university. 


Back-to-School Special 
Buy anew Mac, oF a free iPod 


(and a printer, too!) 


Buy an iPod touch or 8GB iPod nano with 
any new iMac, MacBook, MacBook Pro, or 
Mac Pro and receive a rebate for the cost 
of the iPod (up to $299). 


Purchases of new Macs may also qualify 
for a free printer. 


Visit MacResource for details, and to get 
your hands on the latest Apple products, 
at Apple's educational pricing. 


Aggieland’s source for Apple products and service! 
New & refurbished Apple hardware + Apple Educational pricing * Apple Authorized Service Provider 


Mace 


Computers & Service 


North Ave 


3828 South Texas Avenue ¢ Bryan, Texas 77802 a a 
Tel 979-314-0535 * Fax 979-846-6226 


http://store.mac-resource.com 


Offer Expires “é 
September 15, 2008 Authorized Campus Store 
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Think you recognize 
this cowboy? Find out 
who it is in the next 
issue of Al. 


Howdy! 

Well the restaurants and retailers in Bryan/College Station are starting to fill up 
again, which must mean the students are making their way to Aggieland to begin 
another year. It also means that the next season of Aggie football is finally upon us. 

The offseason seemed to drag on and on (as it always does), and now with fall 
practice in full swing, the uncertainty of what to expect seems to be at an all-time 
high. Almost everyone I talk to adamantly believes that Mike Sherman and his staff 
are the answer to resurrecting the Texas A&M program. I tend to agree with them, 
and so far the staff has said and done all the right things while going the extra mile 
to embrace the 12th Man. But no one seems too confident in their expectations of 
Sherman’s first season. 

Will the upperclassmen buy into Sherman’s system? 

Will defensive coordinator Joe Kines be able to find a quick fix for the Aggie de- 
fense? 


Will talented, yet inexperienced players at offensive line, tight end, wide receiver 
and linebacker raise their game to another level? 

Will the Aggies finally be able to beat Texas Tech or Oklahoma, or make it three 
ina row over the Longhorns? 

Those questions and more lead to the uncertainty. Some experts and fans think 
A&M is in for a rough season and a potential losing record, while others point to 
a somewhat favorable schedule and are convinced the Aggies can win nine or ten 
games. The truth is, nobody is sure what will happen, and I think that just adds to 
the excitement of the season. 

I know I'm excited. I can’t wait to see what these players and coaches are capable 
of. I can’t wait to experience the sights and sounds of Kyle Field again. 

[ also can’t wait to see our volleyball and soccer teams in action this fall. Juniors 
Mary Batis, Sarah Ammerman and Jenny Banse are determined to take the volleyball 
program to the upper echelon of the Big 12 and back to the NCAA tournament. 
And an influx of talented freshmen will be challenged to help keep the Aggie soccer 
program on top. 

Indeed, it’s almost time for another year of Texas A&M athletics. I can’t wait. 


Gig’em Ags! 


Gorn D/ 


Have you moved? Please let us know your new address by sending an e-mail 


to newaddress@aggielandillustrated.com or by calling 1-866-55-AG-MAG 
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4 AUTOMATED BATTING CAGES + 

4 MULTI-PURPOSE TUNNELS 
FULWY STOCKED PRO SHOP « 
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ TRAINING AREA » 
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL CLINICS * 
PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION © 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM © 
MEMBERSHIP PACKAGES AND GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE 


HWY 30 


AGGIELAND’S PREMIER INDOOR BASEBALL 
AND SOFTBALL TRAINING FACILITY 


4501 GLORIA ALLEN (OFF HWY 308) \Z 


\ 


979-776-1960 VA 


WWW.EXTRAINNINGS-BCS.COM 
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sath Tree checking® a Salings account! 


*CampusEdge® Checking is fee of a monthly maintenance fee for five years while you are a student, 
‘Student status will be validated upon account opening. After the fist five years, your CampusEdge 
Checking account will be automatically upgraded to MyAccess Checking® The monthly maintenance 
fo of $5.95 for MyAccoss Checking will be waived as long as you have a monthly direct deposit. Foes 
for overrafts and other account-rlated fees sil apply. **You must open both a new personal checking 
‘account and a new Regular Savings account (referred to as "Linked Rate Market Sanings” in ID and WA) 
atthe seme time, sign up for our Keep the Change service,and use your check card to make a purchase 
within 90 days of account opening. This offer does not apoly to current Bank of America customers or 
‘existing accounts. We may chang or terminate this offer at any time, The monthly maintenance fee 
(teferted to as “monthly service charge" in CA) walver on your Regular Savings account begins after your 
first Keep the Change transfer from your new personal checking aocount to your new Regular Savings 
‘account. Excess transaction fees on Regular Savings stil apply. Soe our Porsonal Schedule of Foes for 
informaton about these aocounts and our Keep the Change service. Keep the Charge, Patent Pending 
Bank of America, N.A Member FDIC. © 2008 Bank of America Corporation, 
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eiggie Sports 
Gans! 
tran qJuniorglggie Glub.com 


{oe the coolest new club for young age fans 


nd Below Only 
For more information 
check out www. Junior figgieClub.com or 
contact us at 979.485.1603 or 
[unioraggieclub@athietics.tamu.edu 


Texas’ premier golf resort invites you to come out and play. Horseshoe Bay Resort 
has been named “One of America's Best Golf Resorts” (Golf Magazine) and one of 
the “50 Best Courses in Texas” (Dallas Morning News). 


Discover all that is new and renewed at Horseshoe Bay Resort. Three Robert Trent 
Jones, Sr. golf courses, restaurants, tennis, spa, marina and accommodations 
ranging from hotel rooms to 3-bedroom lakefront condominiums. All on the shores 
of Lake LBJ in the Hill Country. 


Unlimited Golf Package 
$ * Unlimited golf on three courses 
From 18 7’ per * Luxurious accommodations 
night + Daily breakfast 


O 
HORSESHOE BAY pba tmcel 


Texas’ premier lake an 


877.611.0112 | www-.hsbresort.com 


on baved on to golfers per eom with a two-night minimum stay. Rate does not inlude tax or $15 nightly resort service fae, Golf 
age applies onary avilable courze trom roon on day of aral though afternoan on day of departure Offer valid Sunday through 
Thursday, Sept. 5-Nav, 8, 2008, Subject to avalabilly, Weekend rates avaliable upan request. tions may apply 


Personalized Footballs 


The perfect keepsake of your little Aggie. 


(BASEBALL BASKETBALL 
FULLLINE OF SPORTS RELATED KEE 


WITH TEXAS A&M). FUND RAISERS A\ 
START YOUR OWN TRADITION. 


www.picturethisphotoballs.com * 830-393-6935 * Aggie Owned & Operated 


www.agaielandillustrated.com 


aggie olympians 

The largest ever contingent of Texas A&M University represen- 
tatives made their way to the 2008 Olympic Games held in 
Beijing, China. In all, 17 Aggie athletes and coaches represent- 


ing nine diffe countries participated, including (clockwise 
from top left) Christine Marshall (USA, swimming), Tyrone 
Edgar (Great Britain, track), Stacy Sykora (USA, volleyball), 
Davey Johnson (USA, baseball) and Julia Wilkinson (Canada, 
swimming). Photos by AP and Getty Images. 
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double vision 


Twin soccer sensations Cydne (#22) and Natalie 
(#2) Currie go head-to-head in the Maroon & 
White intrasquad scrimmage. Entering their junior 
seasons, Cydne, a forward, and Natalie, a mid- 
fielder, join a small group of veterans on a young 
Aggie team and will play a vital role in helping 
the program remain among the nation’s elite. 
Photo by Brian Davis ‘01. 


STANDING TOGETHER 
che Spud of Nyle Pil 
The first book of its 
kind published about 


the heart—and home— 


of Texas A&M football 


> with dazzling photographs and riveting stories, 
this lavish coffee-table volume brings to life 


all that is beloved about Aggieland. 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


Order now and receive a 


FREE 


Personalized engraved nameplate 


Visit www.kylefieldbook.com or call 800.358.0560 
Enter Promo Code: AGGIELAND. Hurry—limited-time offer! 


> Relive the exergy and e7otion that make 
game day at Kyle Field the most exhilarating 


college football event in the country. 


> Share with your friends and family 


the pride of being a true Aggie. 


Order now at 


www.kylefieldbook.com 


or call 800.358.0560 


Sponsored by. 
When ordering online, be sure to include your A&M Club name so 


that 10% of your sale will go back to your local scholarship fund, 
courtesy of Billy Busch °82 and UBS Financial Services, Inc. The Eagle 


TexAgS, 


BGscorrawurre 
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catching up with 


JACKSO N 


BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


Throughout spring and fall 
camp, Mike Sherman's post-practice in- 
terviews have routinely included pleas for 
consistency from the wide receiver posi- 
tion. Thus far, the current group of re- 
ceivers have struggled to reach Sherman’s 
standards. With only one receiver in the 
2008 signing class, clearly, the need for 
young playmakers at wide receiver would 
make the position a priority in the class 
of 2009. The good news is that help is on 
its way. By the end of July, the Aggies had 
gained commitments from four of the 
state’s top prospects at wide receiver, 

Allen High School's Uzoma Nwachuk- 
wu isa blazing prospect that lived in the 
shadow of Longhorn-signee Dan Buck- 
ner last season, but still managed to pick 
up offers from A&M, Oklahoma, Notre 
Dame among a host of others. ‘Two other 
receiver commits — Ryan Swope of Aus- 
tin Westlake and Spring’ Kenric McNeal 
— will spend their senior season playing 
other positions before arriving in Ag- 
gieland. 

Navasota’ Brandal Jackson, however, 
will arrive as the most polished member 
of the group. The 6-1, 180-pounder has 
wracked up 53 receptions, 1,117 yards 
and 12 touchdowns during two seasons 
on the varsity squad. To put it in perspec- 
tive, his career yardage is good enough to 
rank him in the top 25 career receiving 
yards at A&M, and 8 of his 12 touch- 
downs came last season, which is good 


maroon&whiterecruiting 


enough to tie the mark for receiving touchdowns in one year at 
A&M. 

Jackson’s head coach at Navasota is a familiar face to many Ag- 
gie fans. Lee Fedora '94 was a standout on the baseball field and 
gridiron for Texas A&M. Fedora called Jackson “a steal” for the 
Aggies. 

“He’s one of the best receivers I’ve ever coached because he 
can go get the football better than anyone I've seen,” Fedora 
said. “I think he’s got a lot of upside when he gets to college 
and can focus strictly on football. He has the ability to put good 
weight on, has good speed and very good elusiveness.” 

‘Typically, the best playmakers at the high school level line up 
at quarterback or running back, but Fedora praises Jackson’s rare 
ability to control a game from the wide receiver position. 

“If our opponent is stopping us from running the football, 
then we can throw it to him and get some routes to him where 
he can take the game over completely by himself,” Fedora says. 


“He's one of the best receivers I’ve ever coached because he can go get the 
football better than anyone I’ve seen. | think he’s got a lot of upside when he 
gets to college and can focus strictly on football.” 


—NavasoTa Heap CoAcH Lee Fepora ‘94 


| 


The choice to become an Aggie was a joint decision by Jackson 
and his family. 

“My parents wanted me to get a good education to go along 
with football,” he said. “A&M has great academics and we’ve 
always heard that Aggies take care of Aggies. I can always have a 
job after I finish college if football doesn’t work out.” 

When he arrives in Aggieland next year, Jackson will have a 
great opportunity to earn early playing time, although it doesn’t 
seem to be a concern of his. 


“Tvs a good thing to be redshirted because you can sit out, 
learn and get better,” he said. “But if they put me in and let me 
play, then that would be good too. It really doesn’t matter to 
me.” 

For now, though, Aggie fans will have to wait one more season 
before Jackson dons the maroon and white. And while Fedora 
is excited for his players’ opportunities to move on to the next 
level, his expectations are higher than ever for his Rattlers to 
live up to their high preseason billing this season. Navasota is 
widely considered to be one of the top three teams in Texas Class 
3A football this year after a deep playoff run in 2007. Fedora 
preaches a focus on “the now” to his bevy of Division 1 talent, 
and it appears the players are listening. 

“I’m not too worried about the number of catches or touch- 
downs I get,” Jackson said. “I just want to help my team win.” 

Coaches and teammates call Jackson “puppy dog” because he 
is so playful and easygoing. 

“] think A&M’ getting not only a great player, but also a great 
person as well,” Fedora adds. 

Indeed, Jackson should be a great addition to the program and 
provide the help that Aggie coaches are searching for. 


BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 AND JEREMY KSIONDA 04 


Czech/Tex Steakhouse 


in Downtown Snook 979-272-8501 


www.ezech tex.com 


‘The Czech/Tex invites you to try our great steaks and other home cooked entrees, 
We use only Aged Heavy Angus beef and we hand cut each steak to ensure it’s 
freshest quality. We also have a large selection of fish, pork, BBQ and chicken. 
Allour foods are personally prepared in our kitchen from scratch and our pies and 
cobblers are the best you can find because grandma makes them just like at home. 
CzeCh us out” — you will be glad you did, We really do have the best steaks and 
home cooking in the Brazos Valley! 


DEPENDABLE CARS. 
DEPENDABLE DEALER. 


Serving Aggieland for over 30 years. 


ALLEN HONDA 
2450 Earl Rudder Fwy. South 
College Station 
(979) 696-2424 « (866) 680-2424 
www.allenhonda.com 


M. Russell Marshall ‘81 in Zeca’ 
Preset £CEO SYP Regional Lending Warsget 


Tim Jones "82 
SVP - Regional Lending Man 
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SVP - Agribusiness 


Melanie Weiechwill "96 
SVP - Brokerage Manager 


Brookhouser "78 
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Two Convenient Locations in College Station: 


710 Earl Rudder Frwy. S. at University 
979-846-7781 


12875 Wellborn/FM 2154 
979-764-7781 


AGGIES ALWAYS WIN + 
WITH CITY BANK TEXAS 


Poel 


CITY BANK TEXAS PROUDLY SUPPORTS TEXAS ARM AND AGGIE ATHLETICS 
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With 25 verbal commitments, the Texas A&M 2009 
football signing class is almost complete prior to the first kickoff 
of the 2008 season. National signing day is five months away, but 
here’s a look at the Aggies-to-be. 


STEPHEN BARRERA (OL) 
Clear Lake (Clear Lake, TX) 

Tt 6-6 WT: 
§ 24-54 Second Team All-District DL 


@ STEVEN CAMPBELL (DB) 
Jersey Village (Houston, TX) 
17. 6-0 WT: 180 


KIRBY ENNIS (DE) 
{untsville (Huntsville, TX) 
HT 6-4 WT: 235 
18-4A First Team All-District OLB 


RICO FORBES (DE) 


St. Pius (Houston, TX) 
1E6-5 WT: 255 
‘An imposing specimen and gifted athlete 


KALVIN GUYTON (RB) 
Lamar (Houston, TX) 
HE5-9 WT: 200 

20-5A Offensive Most Valuable 


DUSTIN HARRIS (ATH) 

ston (Livingston, TX) 

WT: 175 

18-4A Second Team All-District Utility Back 


CHRIS HENDERSON (DT) 
Carter (Dallas, TX) 
{76-1 WT: 250 
11-5A First Team All-District DL 


BRANDAL JACKSON (WR) 


MALCOLM JOHNSON (LB) 

Jersey Village (Houston, TX) 
T6-2 W210 

Great size, speed and athletic background 


CORYELL JUDIE (DB) 
Fort Scott CC (KS) (Fort Scott, KS) 
HT 5-11 WE 185 

One of the nation’s top JUCO comerbacks 


MICHAEL LAMOTHE (LB) 
New Iberia (LA) (New Iberia, LA) 
HE 6-2 
Outstanding v 
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PATRICK LEWIS (OL) 

East St. John's (LA) 

HT. 6-2 WT: 290 

One of the nation’s top interior line recruits 


KENRICK MCNEAL (ATH) 
Spring (Spring, TX) 
HT. 6-1 WT 165 
16-5A First Team All-District QB 


CLINT NARON (OL) 
Klein Oak (Klein, TX) 

HE 6-5 WE275 

Texas Football Super Team OL (1st) 


UZOMA NWACHUKWU (WR) 
Allen (Allen, TX) 

HE 6-0 WT 180 

Great hands, acceleration and field vision 


SEAN PORTER (LB) 
Schertz Clemens (Schertz, TX) 
HT 6-2 WT205 
Tremendous athlete with great quickness 


HUTSON PRIOLEAU (TE) 

All Saints Episcopal (Fort Worth, TX) 
HT.6-5 WT 230 

The state's top-ranked tight end 


RHONTE SCALES (OL) 
| Killeen (Killeen, TX) 
HT.6-5 WT:285 
16-4A First Team All-District OL 


JONATHAN STEWART (LB) 
Shreveport Byrd (LA) (Shreveport, LA) 
HT 6-4 WT220 

Tall, rangy, sideline-to-sideline linebacker 


RYAN SWOPE (ATH) 
Austin Westlake (Austin, TX) 
HTE6-0 WT 190 

5A Honorable Mention All-State RB 


STEVEN TERRELL (DB) 
Allen (Allen, TX) 

HT 5-11 WT.175 

Physical player with great speed 


CHARLIE THOMAS (DB) 


§ Beaumont Central (Beaumont, TX) 
HT 6-1 WT 195 
22-4A First Team All-District OLB 


COLTON VALENCIA (DB) 
Fort Bend Hightower (Fort Bend, TX) 
HT 5-10 WE 175 

Lockdown comer that hits like a safety 


IVORY WADE (OL) 
Dickinson (Dickinson, TX) 
HE 6-3 WE285 

23-4A First Team All-District OL 


ANDREW WEAVER (LB) 
Waco (Waco, TX) 

HE 6-3 WT 225 

16-44 First Team All-District DE 


Introducing the Texas A&M Collection by James Avery. 
Perfect gifts for the new graduate, special student or alum 
in your life. 


Gig ‘Em, Aggies 


aaa A £ 
James Avery 
www,jamesayery.com 
800-283-1770 
= 


gsilver $37, 14K gold $100 — shown on our Cable Chain, sold separately. 
ery Craftsman, Inc. Prices subject t0 change Withee onic ., 
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Quarterbacks (10) 


Garrett Gilbert 
Committed to Texas 


Ryan Mossakowski 
‘Committed to Kent 


Cody Green 
Committed 


Christian Matthews 


Casey Pachall 
EW Comr 


Lake Travis 


Frisco Centennial 


Sulphur Springs 


Dayton 


Alamo Heights 


Friendswood 


Bowie 


Brownwood 


Running Backs (9) 


1 Christine Michael 


Stepfan Taylor 
Committed to Stanford 


Hasan Lipscomb 


nimitted to Minnesota 


foben Opurum 


Tight Ends (4) 


1. Hutson Prioleau 
mmnitted to Texas ARM. 


2 Barrett Matthews 
Jordan Najvar 

mnmitted to Stanford 
y Graham 


Beaumont Westbrook 
Navasota 

Mansfield 

Marshall 

Houston Lamar 

Naaman Forest 
Cypress Ridge 
Plano East 


Wichita Falls Rider 


All Saints Episcopal 
North Shore 
Klein Oak 


Waco Midway 


Aggieland 
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Wide Receivers (13) 


Greg Timmons 


cd to Texas 


Eric Ward 
Committed to Oklal 


Brandal Jackson 
Committed 10 Texas 


Marquis Goodwin 
Committed to Texas 


DeWayne Pi 
Committed t 


Josh Gordon 
ARM, 


Dameon Smith 


Aaron Fisher 


Jarrod Darden 
ited tc 


mary Blake 


Jazman Reynolds 


Chayse Joubert 


Aldine Eisenhower 63 


Wichita Falls Rider 
Navasota 

Rowlett 

South Grand Prairie 
Lamar 

Marshall 

Fossil Ridge 

Keller Central 
Austin 

Aldine Eisenhower 


Arlington Grace Prep 


Offensive Linemen (16) 


B44 


Mason Walters 


Rhonte Scale: 


Stavion Lowe 
|, Committed to LSU 


Stephen Barrera 
nmitted to 


Ty Horn 


kyle Clark 


NEB, STA, TT 


denoye 
J to Oklahoma 


Paden Kel 


Committed to 


Mick 


NEB, C 


Jesse Coffey 


Frenship 


Brownwood 


Clear Lal 


Klein Oak 


Cedar Hill 


Odessa Permian 


Waco Midway 


on Guyer 


North Mesquite 


Lake Travis 


Lexington 


Denton Guyer 


Houston Jersey Village 


Defensive Tackles (8) Defensive Backs (20) 


1 Craig Loston Aldine Eisenhower 63 185 
& Committed t 
2 


1 Jamarcus McFarland, Lufkin 63 


s Henderson Dallas Carter South Oak Cliff 210 


mitted to 


3 Calvin Howell San Antonio Warren Steve William: Dallas Skyline 


com $ hora 


4 James Dunbar Maud Marcus Davis Clear Greek 
410 TCU nmitted to Texas 


5_ Kyles Kriegel Elysian Fields Eryon Barnett Euless Trinity 
Yr Committed 


Eguae field Summi Steven Terrell 
6 Nosa Equae Mansfield Summit mitted to Texa 
Bryant House Maud 265 Dayton 
Committed 


fa to Nebraska nmitted to Texas A 


7 
bad 
8 Thaddeus Randle Northshore iton Valenci 
N 


Thomas Beaumont Central 
nmitted to Texas 


ny Vaccaro Brownwood 


nitted to Texa: 


Will Ford Abilene Cooper 


Irving MacArthur Stephen Campbell Jersey Village 


nmmitted t 


Fossil Ridge Marcus Trice Mesquite 


Behe a Cemclis Desmond Gardner Port Arthur Memorial 


AaM, TC. 1A, VT 
Abilene 5 Terrance Bullitt Naaman Forest 
Committed to 
Andrew Weaver 
mnmitte Eddie Foster Colleyville Heritage 


Yahshua Williams Denton Ryan 


ChiTs McAlister Converse ungten Dele Junaid Fort Bend Hightower 


rick Nkwopar uth Grand Prairie 5 D 
Petece Nan Seinhiaranc Hal Dexter Linton rlington Bowie 


Committed to Kansas 


Austin Moss South Garland 


Welton Thomas Bates Baytown Lee 


Copperas Cove 


Rod Goodlow Dallas Adamsc Athlet 


Coldspring Russell Shepard Gy Ridge 


Defensive Ends (9) 


& Miciee oe Bustin chavez &3 Darius Jone: Marshall 


Madisonville 


ue TaD Rex Burkhead Plano 


BAMA, NEB, 
Dominique Jones Kilgore 


nmitted to Texas Kenric McNeal 


3 
bf omitted 10 Texas A 
4 Terrance Loyd | Houston Stratford ays tiingston 


Huntsville AJ. Highsmith Fort Bend Hightower 


8 
a LI Committed w 


BENG 9 Richard Morrison Royse City 


AA Committed 


10, Charles Ross Schertz-Clemens 


Comritted to Rice 


Abilene Cooper 


elstee Broderick Jackson Kirbyville 
itted t0 Rice 
Austin LB) 
This list is currentas of August 20, 2008. Sign up for the Maroon & White 
Report at www.agsports.com to get recruiting news as it happens. 
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WWW.SKYPIVEAGGIELAND.COM 


Gl04 STATE HWY 21 E, SUITE 21 
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QUESTIONS FOR TEXAS A&M VOLLEYBALL JUNIORS 
JENNY BANSE, SARAH AMMERMAN AND MARY BATIS 


You guys played in a European tour this 
summer to help prepare for the upcoming 
season. How was that experience? 
AMMERMAN: f 

fc trip. 


king about it 


of the 


Did you do some sightseeing while you 
were there? 


AMMERMAN: It v 


word? But it wasn't like 


26 


creative and efficient solutions forall your business and 
personal needs. What do you have to ship today? 


PAKMAIL 


We ship anything anywh 


On Wellborn at Rock Prairie 
12815 FM 2154, Suite 120 
College Station, Texas 
979-696-6900 
www.weshipaggieland.net 


Aggie Owned & Operated 


THE ONLY 
ELECTRICIAN 
YOU WILL 

EVER NEED. 


- 


We know our customers want their experience 
to be convenient and efficient. That's why we provide the 
knowledge, experience and wide selection of services 
to accommodate all your electrical needs. 


Electrical Repairs * Residential, Commercial and Industrial 
24/7 Emergency Service * New Construction * Renovations 


(979) 823-4000 


www.beaelectric.com 


FREE - 
estimates == BCA Electric 
REPAIRS 5081 Leonard Rd, in Bryan 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 
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we were in the gym the whole time. We got to talk to our coaches a lot 
more and got to know them on a different level 

BANSE: It is just something we'll remember our entire life. | couldn’t think 
of a better trip to take than with 15 of your best friends. It was awesome. 


Where there any memorable moments off the court? 
BATIS: The gelato was a big deal 

AMMERMAN: Oh — the gelato 

BATIS: We had it once a day, maybe twice. 

AMMERMAN: They had all different flavors - we tried them all 


So how did the trip help prepare you for the upcoming season? 
AMMERMAN: We went into the trip thinking it would help us a little, 

but it really did help us more than we could've ever imagined. It was one 
of the best things we could’ve ever done. Those extra matches can’t be 
recreated during the summer, To have those situations and to learn how to 
compete is exactly what we needed 

BATIS: And we knew nothing about the other teams going into it. We 
kind of knew they played a higher game, but we didn’t know anything 
about them—no scouting reports or film, That was really good for us to 
adjust and work through it as.a team and figure it out a little quicker, 


Looking back to last year, you guys finished 21-10 and .500 in con- 
ference yet you still weren't invited to the NCAA tournament. Is 
that fuel for this year? 

AMMERMAN: That experience was one of the worst of my life. It was just 
so heartbreaking because you put in'so much work and we really thought 
we deserved it. So that was really hard, but at the same time when we 
look back, it puts everything into reality, 

BATIS: Yeah, | mean, that’s what ignited us in the spring and made us the 
team we are now. 


AMMERMAN: It makes us think we have to gain control on the court all 
the time. 

BATIS: We can't leave a doubt. We were on a bubble and we can’t be on 
a bubble. That was our fault 

BANSE: | think looking back, we didn't know necessarily what we were 
working for, We know now. We know that those 2 or 3 extra points at the 
end of that 5th match is what really counts. We're not going to let that slip 
by again 

BATIS: Our motto should be “Leave no doubt.” It’ not official, but | like it 


Does the success of some of the other sports on campus motivate 
you guys? 

BANSE: We taked about it all the time, watching the College World Se- 
ries, goose bumps covered my entire body the whole time, | was just so 
happy for them and a little jealous at the same time. 


BATIS: It’s something that we definitely want, and seeing it happen repeat- 
edly, | think is really encouraging to us. The women win everything, 
AMMERMAN: We've definitely noticed that. It's motivational 

BATIS: It is definitely motivational, just to see how happy they are, and we 
hear about how hard they work. It not an easy road and so getting there 
is such a great feeling of accomplishment and it’s something we desire 
AMMERMAN: A little pressure, yeah, but it’s good pressure. 


JASON MCCONNELL‘01 AND BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


As Juniors, you all have a few seasons 
under your belt. How have you grown as 
leaders on the team? 


AMMERMAN: The last coup! 


rs We 


just ig to figure it all apr 
big task. We're ready now. We know what 
want. 
BATIS: We're going to do whatever it takes 


e had alot ing each other 
accountable. We kno’ we aret 
not getting the ball. We jus 
ich more. We don't take It off the 


each other 
want 
court. | think we're mature eno: 
understand that we can hold 
countable because we want it so bad. 
BANSE: And as a freshman or uni 


gh and can 


ach other ac- 


if you can say, “Hey junior, or hey 
, get your butt on the floor for that ball 

cessarily your piace, but we're older 
now and the team dynamic has changed a lot 
becau Iked about it a lot 
that nothing is personal, nothing is going to 
break anyone heart or whatever, It’s all 
about what you want and what it's going to 
take to get it 


now 


The team lost two seniors last year. Who 

is coming in that will make an impact this 
season? 

AMMERMAN: We had three freshmen come in 
ring. They graduated early, which 
extra semes- 


ter with them. Che 
are both great all around players. 
BATIS: 
court 


hen, a girl who didn’t make it to the 
ety much last year is Darla Donal 
a stud, She's got one of the big 
blocks in conference. She is going to be our 


biggest surprise 


What games are circled on your calendar? 


AMMERMAN: Definitely our first one against 
LSU. That is a huge one for us. They are a big 
rival for us. We've r The coach- 


es tried to schedule ni ence teams that 

had made the tournament last year. We're try- 

Ing to play tougher tears because that was one 
sons we didn't make it last ye 


t of the Big 12. | can name them all. 
| don’t want to name them all. We have a ‘ot of 


enge coming. 1 


Live Music on Tuesday 
and Thursday Evenings 


Full Jazz Band on Friday 
and Saturday Night 


© Italian Patio Ristorante 


Intersection of Rock Prairie and Hwy 6 N 
(in front of Courtyard Marriott Hotel) 


979-693-2742 


luigispatioristorante.com 


www.aggielandillustrated.cor 


JACK WINSLOW 
BODY SHOP 


ING AGGIELAND FOR OVER 62 YEARS 


~ FREE ESTIMATES ~ 
~ INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME ~ 
~ OPEN 8 — 5:30, M-F ~ 


1845 GRAHAM RD'* COLLEGE STATION * 979-690-1487 
WWWJACKWINSLOWBODYSHOP.COM 


AIM SUPPORT 


GETREADY -- 
ro FOOTBA 


Check out our Sideline Apparel 


mscbookstore.com 
\ /| » Memorial Student Center vour scho 
BO 2 WAS! joe Routt Blvd Drawer B-9 your school. 
BOOKSTORE 979.845.8681 your bookstore. 
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»-Back-to-Back-to-Back Big 12 Championships. 
ggies began last season with high hopes fresh off a trip 
eet 16 and with a rare opportunity to play for a national 
mpionship on their home turf. 
After an early season loss to No. 3 North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, a win over No. 14 West Virginia and a tie with No. 15 
the Aggies began conference play with a record of 
6-1-1. Missouri proved that they were deserving of their No. 16 
n a double-overtime thriller in 
Columbia. The Aggies went on to sweep the rest of their Big 12 
competition, including wins over No. 22 Oklahoma State and 
No. | Texas, earning their fourth consecutive Big 12 Champion- 
ship with a record of 16- 
Ranked No. 
BYU and Stephen F. Austin in the first and second roun 
NCAA tournament. A 4-1 opening-round victory over 
showdown with archrival ‘Texas and a chance to move on to 
the Sweet 16. Under the lights and in the rain at the Aggie S 
cer Stadium, the Aggies fell short, 2-3, ending the season with an 
18-4-2 record. 
‘The eight seniors finished their amazing careers with a 71-20- 
5 record. 
In an attempt to replace the departing senior class and con- 
tinue the streak of consecutive Big 12 championships, Aggie soc- 


jandillustrated.com 


The Difference is 


Capture the spirit 
of Aggieland atthe 
Courtyard by Marriott 
in College Station. 


The Courtyard offers great 
amenities such as free 
high-speed internet; a full 
hot buffet breakfast at the 
Courtyard Cafe; dinner 
delivery service; and a 
lounge bar in the evening 
just toname a few. 


Whether you're in town for 

business or just to cheer on 

the team, the Courtyard is 
the place to stay. 


3939 HWY 6 SOUTH * COLLEGE STATION ¢ 979-695-8111 


wwvecourtyard.com/elley 


_ 


LOO 
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cer coach G, Guerrieri signed one of the 
biggest and deepest classes of incoming 
freshman to A&M. 

“We needed to bring in a class that 
could inject immediate starters and role 
players,” Guerrieri said on signing day. 

Forwards Jennifer Kmezich (Larspur, 


CO) and transfer Alyssa Mautz 
(O'Fallon, MO) will join. sophomores 
Whitney Hooper and Inge Harding, 
and junior Cydne Currie on offense. 
Mautz joined the team in January to par- 
ticipate in spring drills. 

In the midfield, Rebecca Herrera 
(Aurora, CO) will play alongside senior 
Laur Grace Robinson, junior Natalie 
Currie and sophomore Rachel Shipley. 
Katie Hamilton (Spring) and Raven Ta- 
tum (Dallas) will fill time at both forward 
and midfield. 

Playing both midfield and defense 
will be Rachael Balaguer (Austin), 
Beth West (Centennial, CO) and Carly 
Wohlers (Plano) flanking returning ju- 
nior Amber Gnatzig. 

From a true defender standpoint, 
Shawn-tae Greene (Mesa, AZ) and Bri- 
anne Young (Castle Pines North, CO) 
will learn from senior Micah Stephens 
and juniors Emily Peterson and Nicole 
Ketchum. 

Lisel Kraus (Sachse) and Megan Ma- 
jewski (Cypress) will play both defense 
and forward for the Aggies. 

Junior Kristen Arnold — a preseason 
All-Big 12 selection — will mind the goal. 


BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


With so many ne 
earned a No. 15 national rank 
preseason poll and was picked to finish 
second in the conference by the coach- 
es behind 1 — the same team which 
cost the Ags both a Big 12 Tournament 
hampionship and a trip to the sweet si 
teen last y 
‘Texas A&M’ road to the Final Four 
will not be any 
non-conference 
turn visit from No. 3 North Carolina on 
August 29 — the 2006 contest was an in- 
stant classi well as battles with No. 
21 Wake Forest on September 7 and No. 
17 Californ eptember 19. 
Big 12 play kicks off on September 
26 with the ultimate test — a road trip to 
ustin to face No. 8 Texas — where the 
A&M team will aim to avenge their two 
losses from last season. Following a visit 
, the Aggies return home to face 
Oklahoma State, Oklahoma, Ne- 
ska and Iowa State. After a road trip to 
Lawrence to face K the Aggies play 
their final regular season home ¢ 
October 19 against Missouri on 
out conference play with road 
against ‘Texas ‘Tech and Colora- 


’ inexperience combined 
with a tough schedule likely means there 
will be some growing pains this season. 
But as conference coaches showed by 
selecting the Aggies as the second best 
team in the Big 12, the fall from the top 
should not be far —if there’s a fall at all. In 
the league’s 12 seasons, Texas A&M has 
earned 10 cont 


Game Winning 
Catering. 


cot 
with these 
Tailgate P 
from 
Buppys! 


FIRST DOWN SPECIAL: (Feeds 4-6 people) | $44.95 
Your Choice of 2 Meats (2 Ibs total), 2 Quarts of Sides, 
BBQ Sauce, Pickles, Peppers, Onions and Bread 

SLAM DUNK: (Feeds 8-10 people) | $64.95 

Your Choice of 3 Meats (3 Ibs total), 2 Quarts of Sides, 
BBQ Sauce, Pickles, Pepipers, Onians and Bread. 

12TH MAN SPECIAL: (Feeds 12 people) | $89.95 

Your Choice of Meats (4 tbs total), 2-1/2 Gallons ef Sides, 
{Pint of BQ Sauce, Pickles, Peppers, Onions, and 1 

Loaf of Bread. 

FAJITA FIESTA: (Foeds 8-10 people) | $74.95 

Beef and Chicken Fajita Meat (4 [bs total), Tortillas (20), 
Grilled Onions, Sour Cream; Guacamole, Pinto Beans, 
Chips & Salsa 

Meat Choices: Brisket « Sausage « Chicken * Turkey « Ribs 
Sidle Choices: Pinto Seans, Green Beans, Ranch Potatoes, 


Potata Salad, Coleslaw, Kernel Corn 


*Papérgoods included withall Tailgate Packs 


Barbecue Ribs 


CATERING 


We Feed People. 


506 Sulphur Springs| Bryan 


979-779-6417 


www.buppys.com 


ggielandillustrated.c 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
Ej} McNeese st. @University  (Jvs. Minnesota 
6pm of lowa (@Creigton) 

Short Course 12pm 
Opener TaD 
OArkansas state 
ys 6pm 
(@Creighton 
4pm © Creighton 
7:30 pn 
O)north carolina 
First day of classes 6pm 
1 a) 5 6 
Bindiana Gevirginia tech FJetexas state 
1:30 pm Spm Classic 72D 
American O3Siena 11:30am 
6:30 pm 
(Qenew Mexico 
apm 
GeV 630 5m 
Labor Day 
ue 8 g 12 13 
Qancaarall (Jencasrall (texas state Ov. Southern GJ Texas A&M 
Preview Preview 6:30 pm Miss. Invitational 
(Maryland) (Maryland) San Diego) TBA 
All Day All Day 
O\s. Cal state 
Qs. Wake Fullerton 
Forest 7:30 pm (@San Diego) 
(@Virginia Tech) 2pm 
1am 
©@san Diego 
9:30 pm 
14 LZ 18 ie) 20 
Deiowa State O california Owiami (Fl) 
6:30 pm 7:30pm 6pm 
21 24 25 26 27 
Bi erice 120m Dkansas state @e@texas 7pm = Army spn 
6:30 pm 
Dokiahoma EMFresnostate (Jecolorado 
2pm TBA 730 pm 
28 
Ej} esaylor 70m Qoelady 
Tar Heel 
Invitational Invitational 
All Day All Day 
@Notre Dame EJ Missouri 
Invitational 6:30pm 
TBA 
(Me@oklahoma 
@oklahoma State 1BA 
State 730 pm 
3 @kansas State 
TBA 
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Nate, Erica, Holly & Miguel. 
us at the Bryan 


Need money for tuition, books, food, gas or entertainment? 
Short of Cash? Donate Plasma! Thousands do. 


Earn up to 


$170/mo. 


New & Return* Donors: *not donated in 6 months 
Bring this ad and receive $5 extra on your 2nd and 4th donation. 


DC! BIOLOGICALS 


THE PLASMA GENTER 


DCI Biologicals 
4223 Wellbom Ra. 
Bryan, TX 
979-846-8895 


ics aeld Westgate Biolagicals 


Gabe, Ashley, Vi 
Come see us at the College 
Station Center 


17 Stories, 300-rooms 
3500 Square Foot Penthouse 


Located Across From 2 
‘Texas A&M University 


Whether you are hosting a group of friends for a big game party 
or an intimate gathering, The Penthouse with its unparalleled 
breathtaking views is the perfect place for any occasion. 


410 South Texas Avenue * College Station 
(979) 846-4242 * (800) 888-6937 * www.plazacs.com 


Boldly Go... 


Opening September 19, 2008 


~iGeorge Bush 


Presidential Library and Museum 


hitp://bushilbrarytamuledu 
979-691-4000) 


Tand Certa 02 
& Brand Myers OZ 


Aggies helping Aggies. 


EAM 


AUTO - NAVASOTA 


V @anse cn RC 
oo omc ¥ WW) ses | Fa 


1614 E. Washington * Navasota, TX 
1-800-443-0045 


2008 FIGHTIN’.< 
TEXAS AGGIE 


Footsatt PKevViEW 2 


STEPHEN MCGEE (SR) 


BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


“I've always kind of 
viewed myself as a 
passing quarterback, 
yet I've kind of taken 
on the label of an 
option quarterback. 
But at the end of the 
day | just want to be a 
winning quarterback.” 


—STepHEN McGee 


What started as a competition at the 
beginning of fall camp quickly turned 
into the Stephen McGee show. During 
two-a-days, McGee, a senior and now 
three-year starter, showed why he was 
such a highly regarded and recruited pro- 
style prospect coming out of Burnet High 
chool. A strong arm, much improved 
accuracy, and of course, the ability to run 
with the football will enable McGee to 
finally lead the Aggies in a pro-style of- 
fense. If he has a big year, the 6-3, 210- 
pound gunslinger could find his name 
called in next year’s NFL draft. 

While he never quite found a way to 
unseat McGee from the starter’s throne, 
sophomore Jerrod Johnson showed 
enough potential to keep No. 7 on a 
short leash. The 6-6 athletic sensation 


has shown flashes of brilliance when 
given the opportunity in live situations, 
and tends to be better in improvisational 
situations. If the inexperience along the 
offensive line can’t provide McGee with 
enough time to execute the offense, John- 
son might see his window of opportunity 
come open. 

Though Johnson seems to be the heir- 
apparent to McGee, redshirt freshman 
Ryan Tannehill caused quite a buzz in 
fall camp. The 6-4, 204-pound quarter- 
back was described by the Aggie coaches 
as one of the top five athletes on the of- 
fensive side of the ball, and could contrib- 
ute in a number of ways this season. Not 
only does Tannehill show promise as a fu- 
ture QB, but he will also see playing time 
at wide receiver and can backup punter 
Justin Brantly if necessary. 

True freshman Tommy Dorman of 
Birdville High School will have the bene- 
fit of redshirting, butis progressing nicely 
since arriving in Aggieland in December. 


RYAN TANNEHILL (FIR) 


Tommy Doman (FIR) 


gielandillustratec 


SS) 2008 FIGHTIN’ TEXAS AGGIE FooTeall Preview: RUNNING BACKS 


SON (JR) 


While the Aggies aren’t nearly as deep 
across the board as they’d like, running 
back is the absolute least of their worries 
in regards to depth. Junior Mike Good- 
son and senior Jorvorskie Lane might 
be the big names in the backfield, but in- 
juries to both during two-a-days allowed 
a bevy of youngsters to answer the call 
and make their case for playing time. 

Now at fullback, Lane has a chance 
to shine in Mike Sherman’s offense if he 
can shed some weight and stay healthy. A 
great senior season would allow him to 
show NFL scouts what he can do ina pro 
system. 

As long as he’s healthy, Goodson will 
be the featured weapon in Sherman’ ar- 
senal, After an offseason of hard work in 
the weightroom, Goodson reported to 
camp in better shape than ever, checking 
in at 6-0 and nearly 210 pounds. The ex- 
tra weight hasn’t had any effect on Good- 
son’s speed, as the electric No. 3 will be 
as dangerous as ever taking handoffs and 
receiving passes in the open field. 

Fans will need to look closely when 
watching the Aggie running backs this 
year, as freshman Cyrus Gray could eas- 
ily be mistaken for the veteran Goodson. 
It’s tough to call Gray’s emergence a sur- 
prise, as he was a highly recruited pros- 
pect coming from DeSoto, but the 5-10, 
188-pounder has been nothing short of 
spectacular during two-a-days and proved 
that he is too good to keep off the field. 

Bradley Stephens, a 5-10, 204-pound 
redshirt freshman from McAllen, always 
draws high praise from Sherman with his 
consistent play in the backfield. Though 
he might not have blazing speed, Ste- 
phens always manages to find the hole 
with strong cuts and great vision. Junior 
Keondra Smith and sophomore Cornell 
‘Tarrant would be on the two-deep ros- 
ters at the majority of the other Big 12 
schools and provide great depth coming 
off the bench for Texas A&M. 


“| want them to have 
a disdain for losing. If 
they can continue to 

grow their hunger to 

win, then we're going 
to have a good group 
this year.” 


—RAnbyY JORDAN 


BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


FIVE QUESTIONS FOR 
RUNNING BACKS 


COACH. 


RANDY 
JORDAN 


What do you expect from your running backs in 
terms of how they prepare and how they compete? 
The biggest thing when they prepare is to know the op- 
t inside end out. | know they can run, but they 

to be ready in protection: They have to know who 
best blitzer is and where the pressure is gaing 10 
back and 
ay, | want them to. com= 
ain for losing. If they can 
continue to grow their hunger to win, then we're going 
to have a good group this year 


poner 


How would you describe the team’s depth at run- 
ning back? 

We're very fortunate, but that’s all it is— depth, with, 
talent. But unti! we take the field and show what we can 
do as not just running ba it as an entire offense, it 
is what it is. We haven't done anything this year yet. We 
have some guys that have done some things In the past, 
but | always tell the Jackson — ‘What have 
you done for me lately? 


Who would you compare Mike Goodson to? 

Mike is Mike. He has gfeat talent and an unbelievable 
ability to catch the ball out of the backfield. | compare 
him to Marcus Allen a little bit. | played with Marcus dur- 
ing his last season in Oakland, | think Mike is just as fast, 
has the ability to catch the ball and has the talent to do 
great things. | tell him every day to just keep grinding, 
keep doing what he’s doing and he'll be fine. 


When you are on the recruiting trail, what do you 
say to the young men who are deciding which 
school to sign with? 

The biggest thing is that we are a family atmosphere 

| always tell kids that before we make a decision, we 
want to make sure the fit is right. Sometimes the fit 

not right. With A&M you have the backing of the 12th 
Man and it doesn’t get any better than playing on Kyle 
Field, You can stay in the state of Texas and you have 

an opportunity to play in the best. conference in the 

uth. You have a'chance to play some great teams in 
onference, and typically the best team in the Big 12 
south is going to play in a big-time BCS bowl game, And 
that’s what these kids want to do. They want to play on 
TV. They want to play for a national championship. And 
with coach Sherman here, the opportunity to play in a 
pro-style 0 is very important. Everything adds up in 
fayor for Texas A&M. That’s what | tell them in a nutshell 


What has it been like to coach at Texas A&M? 
absolutely love it. | came to work every day with a bia 
ile on my face. We've got great people, great fans, a 
great AD and a great coaching staff from top to bottom. 
coach Kines who is the soll of the earth—he 
n2en everywhere. got a young pup like myself 
and |’m coaching under a guy who has been at the high- 
est level with the Green Bay Packers and Houston Texans 
It doesn't get any better than this. | just try to bring en- 
ergy and enthusiasm every time | step on the field. mM 


SD anos retin’ resus accie oorsall preview: WIDE RECEIVERS AND TIGHT ENDS 


40 


“I told them all at the 
beginning that | didn’t 
care how they got here 
— whether you're highly 
recruited or not highly 
recruited, a walk-on 

or just happen to walk 
on the field picking 

up trash. We don’t 
care. If [walk-on Drew 
Williamson] can help 
us win games, he's 
going to play.” 

—Mike SHERMAN 


AND ILLUSTRATED 


Consistency will be key for the Aggie 
receiving corps, as Mike Sherman spent 
almost the entire preseason calling for 
players to step forward and catch the ball. 
Sherman even went so far as to call on the 
12th Man to try out for the football team 
if they could catch the football. 

We're not quite convinced that the 
receivers are as bad as advertised, as it’s 
probably a case of a new head coach de- 
manding perfection from a component 
of the offense that went untouched for 
the majority of the past two seasons. The 
receivers need to be light years ahead of 
where they were previously in order for 
the west coast offense to be effective, and 
several players have the ability to step 
forward and make big plays. 

Senior Pierre Brown and junior How- 
ard Morrow should split out wide as 
starters at opposite ends of the field, and 
both players will need to significantly el- 
evate their level of play to live up to their 
high billing coming out of high school. 
Morrow provided highlight-reel recep- 
tions early on in his career against ‘Texas 
State, Baylor and Oklahoma, so it will be 
interesting to see how he progresses once 
he takes the field in the new offense. 


BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


The arrival of 6-4, 210-pound Jeff 
Fuller has been highly anticipated, and 
many Aggie fans look for him to emerge 
as a playmaker at wide receiver. With 
good hands, good speed, great height 
and great leaping ability, Fuller could 
be the answer to the Aggies’ receiving 
woes. Senior walk-on Drew Williamson 
from Southlake Carroll worked his way 
into the starting rotation in the offsea- 
son, showing the most sure set of hands 
on the team. When not toting the rock 
from tailback, freshman Cyrus Gray will 
line up in the slot to add speed and play- 
making ability to the field. EJ Shankle, 
Terrence McCoy, Chris Caflisch and 
Nick Trice should be in the rotation as 
well. And keep an eye out for the afore- 
mentioned Ryan Tannehill. The backup 


quarterback has the potential to make a 
big impact on the team this season as an 
occasional wide receiver. 

At tight end, junior Jamie McCoy has 
the large task of filling the large shoes 
of Martellus Bennett and Joey Thomas. 
McCoy has bulked up since making the 
transition from receiver, but will have to 
prove he’s ready to take on the battle in 
the trenches to be a full-time end. Sopho- 
more Billy Chavis has vacated the defen- 
sive side of the ball to play tight end, and 
redshirt freshmen Harold Turnage and 
Frank Avery will be placed in the rota- 
tion as a change of pace. 

‘True freshman KJ Williams has the 
most impact potential, but like all new- 
comers will have to go through growing 
pains to get there. 


“Everybody criticizes [the former coaching regime] 
for not throwing the ball last year. And | [told the 
receivers] maybe it's because you couldn't catch 
the football. If you can’t catch the ball, we won't 


throw it, either.” 


—Mike SHERMAN 


gielandillustrated.com 


S55 2008 Fichtiv” Texas aGcie rooTeall preview: OFFENSIVE LINE 


MICHAEL SHUMARD (JR) 


No position saw more depletion at the 
end of last season than the offensive line, 
and asa result, several newcomers will be 
asked to compete at a high level sooner 
than expected. Four of the five starters 
are in tact, as senior Travis Schneider 
along with juniors Lee Grimes, Kevin 
Matthews, and Michael Shumard have 
earned their stripes as the most consistent 
players along the line. The quest for the 
fifth starter remains a mystery, and Shu- 
mard continues to shuffle between tackle 
and guard as offensive line coach Jim 
‘Turner searches for an answer. 

Most likely, Shumard will line up at 
tackle, as redshirt freshman Evan Eike 
and true freshman Brian Thomas battle 
for the final starting position at guard. 
Fike, a Bryan native, is bigger and has 
a year’s experience under his belt after 
redshirting last season, but Pearland’s 
‘Thomas is quicker and typically displays 
better technique. ‘The battle between the 
two will likely continue all the way into 
conference play. 

Junior Robbie Frost couldn’t quite 
hold off Shumard at tackle opposite Sch- 
neider, but can provide serviceable depth 
and a Big 12-ready physique if called 
upon. Vince Williams, a junior from 
Dallas Carter who switched over from 
the defensive line, suffered an injury dur- 
ing two-a-days that may have slowed his 
progress significantly. As a result, the 
door has swung open for true freshmen 
Leroy Chevalier (Houston Yates HS), 
Chris Lathrop (Cy Fair HS) and Joe 
Villavisencio (Jacksonville HS) to com- 
pete for a spot in the two-deep at guard. 

Schneider, a once unknown prospect 
from Bellville, has emerged as the unit’s 
unquestioned leader, and the 6-8, 300- 
pound giant looks to turn the heads of 
NEL scouts during his senior campaign. 


“Running this summer 
once | started dropping 
weight, it’s the best 

I've ever felt like. | can 
run, | can make the 
times. | always despised 
running and | still don’t 
like it but I’m able to do 
it now.” 


—Lee GRIMES 


TRAVIS 


NEIDER (SR) 
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SD 2008 FiGHTi’ TEXAS AGGIE FooTeall Preview: DEFENSIVE LINE 


MICHAEL BENNETT (SR) 


It’s tough to imagine the Aggies being 
able to lose two defensive line prospects 
to the NFL draft and still manage to be 
better than the year before, but that could 
very well be the case in 2008. A blend of 
upperclassmen and talented freshmen 
combine to give new d-line coach Buddy 
Wyatt a promising group to work with. 

At tackle, junior Kellen Heard and 
sophomore Lucas Patterson rank 
among the Big 12's best. The 6-6 Heard 
has slimmed down to the 315-320 pound 
range, nearly 60 pounds less than when 
he first arrived in Aggieland. An unstop- 
pable force when his motor is running, 
Heard has vowed to play every down 
as though it were his last this season. If 
he stays true to his word, Heard should 
play his way into an early selection in 
r’s draft. Along side Heard, the 
soft-spoken Patterson is one of the most 
consistently dominant defenders on the 
Aggie defense. Coach Sherman describes 
Patterson as a pro because of his ability to 
go about his business day in and day out, 
on and off the field. 

Heard and Patterson are backed up by 
junior David Tufuga and a host of talent- 
ed freshmen: Eddie Brown (Waller HS), 


BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


_—_—— 


Rod Davis (Aldine Fisenhower HS), Ad- 
ren Dorsey (John ‘Tyler HS), and Tony 
Eddie (formerly Tony Jerod of DeSoto 
HS). Realistically, all four could end up 
seeing the field this season because of a 
lack of depth at the position. Ideally, only 
two of the four would be forced into ac- 
tion. During two-a-days, Brown and 
Eddie emerged as the two most likely 
contenders. Both considered grade risks 
coming out of high school, the young 
men should be applauded for their hard 
work in the classroom. 

Defensive end is anchored by a trio of 


CYRIL OBioZaR (SR) 


“Always.” 


—KELLEN HEARD 
WHEN ASKED IF HE |S 
LOOKING FORWARD TO 
PLAYING AGAINST 
Cott McCoy THis 
SEASON 


seniors: Michael Bennett, Amos Gbun- 
blee and Cyril Obiozor. Of the three, 
Bennett has the big play potential, but 
can also find himself out of place at times. 
He and Gbunblee will compete for a 
starting spot. Obiozor, on the other hand, 
has his spot nailed down. He has drawn 
high praise from the coaching staff for his 
consistency and technique. JUCO trans- 
fer Matt Moss continues to make his 
presence felt and should be a key factor 
in the rotation this season. Junior Paul 
Freeney shows good quickness off the 
edge, and sophomore Cody Williams is 
quietly developing his raw potential. 


ww.aggielandillustratec 


Von MILLER: (So) 


“We have great offenses, great offensive coordinators and a boatload of 
great quarterbacks in this league. It's like being a cat in a room full of rockers. 
You have to be careful where you put your tail.” 


—Joe KINes 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


FRISKY CAVANAUGH (FIR) 


ANTHONY LEWIS (JR) 


Last season, the Aggies only utilized 
two linebackers in their defensive align- 
ment, and the two players that logged the 
majority of the playing time were lost to 
graduation. As a result, the 2008 squad is 
left with virtually zero experience at the 
position. Undoubtedly, the young unit 
will experience a great deal of growing 
pains this season. 

Fortunately, new defensive coordina- 
tor/linebackers coach Joe Kines brings 
over 40 years of coaching experience 
to the table, and so far the players have 
responded well to the veteran’s style of 
teaching. There’s no substitute for ex- 
perience, so Kines will have to instill as 
much of his knowledge as possible into 
his young linebacking corps. 

The new defensive alignment will fea- 
ture three linebackers in its base package, 
and sophomore Von Miller, redshirt 
freshman Garrick Williams and junior 
Matt Featherston have emerged as like- 
ly starters. Featherston has seen the most 
playing time of the three, and he’l] man 
the middle linebacker spot. Fellow junior 


Anthony Lewis will backup Featherston. 
Lewis’ strength is stopping the run, so 
when the Ags need a stop ina short-yard- 
age situation, No. 36 will likely be on the 
field somewhere. 

The outside linebackers — Miller and 
Williams — have both transitioned from 
other defensive positions. Miller played 
as an undersized defensive end as a true 
freshman last season, only seeing the field 
in obvious passing situations. His speed 
and flash off the edge will be a welcomed 
site for seekers of the Wrecking Crew of 
old. Williams is a 6-2, 220-pound former 
safety that showed good skills in pass cov- 
erage. If he can stay away from injuries, 
Williams could be the surprise of the 
defense. Walk-ons Derek Dumas and 
Johnathan Haynes are the backup out- 
side linebackers. 

True freshman Ricky Cavanaugh 
(Austin LBJ HS) will likely see the field 
this season due to a lack of depth, but fel- 
low frosh Andrew Wolridge (Lexington 
HS) and Aaron Buckley (Palacious HS) 
should have the luxury of redshirting. 


aggielandillustrated. com 
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“When guys have 
good summers it 
usually carries over to 
the season and these 
guys have all had really 
good summers.” 


—VaAn MALONE 


‘As the Aggies entered fall camp, the 
secondary looked as though it could be 
the strength of the Aggie defense. Only 
time will tell whether or not that rings 
true, but there’s plenty of experience that 
could help make the case. 

At cornerback, junior Jordan Pugh 
welcomes the transition back to his natural 
position (Pugh was a highly touted CB in 
high school before being moved to safety 
last season) and battles a pair of seniors 
— Danny Gorrer and Arkeith Brown 
— for one of two starting jobs. Pugh and 
Gorrer will likely get the nod. When 
healthy, Gorrer’s world-class speed and 
natural instincts make him arguably the 
most dominant corner to don the maroon 
and white since Sammy Davis, but No. 4's 
tendency to be injury-prone has kept him 
from showcasing his ability. Brown has as 
much speed and raw athleticism as any- 
one on the A&M roster, and can step in 
when called upon. Terrence Frederick, 
a true freshman from Katy, showed good 
n his first fall camp and 
ndidate to lose his red- 


coverage abi 
is another likely 
shirtand contribute this season. 

At strong safety, an ongoing battle be- 
tween seniors Devin Gregg and Alton 
Dixon was one of the showcases of Au- 
gust camp. Gregg started all 13 games 
last season and registered 77 tackles, but 
Dixon’s smash-mouth style and big-play 
ability simply make him tough to keep 
off the field. No matter who starts, both 
players will likely split time at the posi- 
tion all season. 


Junior Jordan Peterson moved over 
to free safety from cornerback with the 
coaching change, and the junior prompt- 
ly locked down the starting position. 
Feeling more natural at safety than cor- 
ner, Peterson has been described as the 
quarterback of the Aggie defense and 
drew high praise from Mike Sherman in 
August. The young and the old back up 
Peterson, as true freshman Trent Hunt- 
er of Katy and senior Johnathan Batson 
will both likely provide depth. 


BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


FIVE QUESTIONS FOR 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


COACH 


How would you describe the depth at safety? 

Well we have three guys —Jordan Peterson, Alton Dixon and 
Devin Gregg — who are the core of the group. Then we have 
Johnathan Batson whois a senior and has had some opportuni- 
ties to play, He doesn’t have the experience, but being a senior, 
(expect him to have a really good year. When guys have good 
summers it usually carries over to the season and these guys have 
all had really good summers. They aré really exciting for me right 
now. 


What does Devin Gregg mean to the group? 

Devin provides a lot of senior leadership for us. He’s not a vocal 
guy, but he goes about his business and is a confident profes- 
sional. He does the right things and you don’t have to worry 
about him off the field or in the classroom. He's been that way 
since | got here. That's what a demand from alll of them, and he’s 
the model for the younger guys. | also put a lot of pressure on 
him to be more productive because he has been a bright spot 
and played quite a bit, but he has not taken his game to another 
level. He has not created turnovers or been highly aggressive. 

So he has some things to work on, but he definitely does some 
things I'm pleased with 


Do you see the younger guys contributing this season? 
They are down on the depth chart right now, but you expect 
them to be. When Jordan Pugh came here, we didn't redshirt 
him. | sprinkled him in that first year, but as a freshman, he never 
was ready, He was bright and athletic, but never was ready, In 
this day and age, they either leave early to go to the NFL or you 
get fired. So as a coach, you have to'deal with the here and now. 
[look at a guy like Trent Hunter, playing/all those games for a 
program like Katy, winning a state championship and being the 
player of the year, but he’s still a freshman, So | try not to.put 
pressure on him to perform like the guys who have been here 
and gone through a spring practice. But | dovput great expecta 
tions on him to pay attention. I'd reallylike to see him take part 
inv special teams to get some experience and that will get him on 
the field more as the season progresses. Keon Furtch is a little 
behind Trent right now, but he’s also.a freshman. There heads 
might be spinning a litte bit, but I'm looking forthe attitude and 
their commitment to doifg the extra things to leam 


What has it been like to coach for Texas A&M? 

For me, you know | playéd at the other school. The traditions 

| didn’t come to this school, but I've always respected the tra- 
ditions. And to be a part of that is big for me, When | was at 
Arizona State and had the opportunity to: come here, it was a 
no-brainer. At Texas, when we played against A&M, I'd be on 
the sidelines watching the Aggie defense, There have been some 
offensive stars recently, but this is a defensive school. The fans 
understand that and expect a great defense. When the defense 
is on the field, they're loud as hell. As a coach, | really like that 
When you don’t do it the right way, they'll let you know. And | 
fespect that as well. My family loves College Station. My kids say 
all kinds of bad things about the Longhoins 


Speaking of, you are known as the ace recruiter. How can a 
Longhorn be so good at selling Texas A&M to recruits? 

Well | want to win. You know some of the guys on the Texas staff 
ate good friends of mine and | recruit head-to-head against them. 
One thing | love about this staff is that there are no egos. | may 
get the reputation for being the ace recruiter, but we're recruit 
ing for Texas A&M. | may be recruiting a kid in Dallas or Houston 
— we cross over each others lines because it doesn’t matter. The 
only thing that matters is getting them to Texas A&M. mM 


STS) 2008 FIGHTin’ TEXAS AGGIE FooTBALL PREVIEW: SPECIAL TEAMS 
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Senior punter Justin Brantly enters his 
final season in maroon and white, where 
he’s been nothing short of phenomenal 
throughout his entire career. Only for- 
mer ‘Texas A&M All-American and NFL 
All-Pro Shane Lechler ranks ahead of 
Brantly on the all-time record books. In a 
close game where field position plays a vi- 
tal role, the Aggies can count on Brantly 
to give them 
At kicker, thi 


ye: 
to SMU during the offseason leaving 
placekicking job wide open. Senior Rich- 
ie Bean has a strong leg, but has been 
inconsistent throughout his career. True 
freshman Randy Bullock of Klein will 
challenge Bean for the rights to kickoff 
and attempt field goals this season. 

Junior Jordan Peterson has the early 
edge on continuing his punt return du- 
ties from last season, but true freshman 
Cyrus Gray is as exciting as they come 
with the ball in his hands and could 
emerge as a valuable asset for the Aggie 
special teams unit. Look for Gray to find 
the field at kick returner as well, joining 
Bradley Stephens, Jordan Pugh or EJ 
Shankle. mm 


“I've said from the beginning it's their team. If | don’t let [Aggie fans] come to 
practice, that doesn’t make a whole lot of sense.” 


—Mike SHERMAN 
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The 12th Man Kick Off Team 
The Story That's Ne'er Been Told 


With fire in their eyes, pride pulsing in their heart, and never-say-die, 
win-at-all-cost, 12th man Aggie emotions raging in their gut, they had nothing to lose. 


And they never lost. 


They were the legendary 12th Man Kick-Off Teams of Aggie Coach Jackie Sherrill, 
and this is their story as it's ne'er been told before. 


No Experience Required 
PRE-ORDER NOW WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 


TOLL FREE (877) 966-3283 = — 


WWW.12THMKOTSTORE.COM re te 
‘Orders willship “\ 


f the week of 

LIMITED EDITION q September, 15th 4 

Leather Bound Deluxe Collectors Edition ~—3iij 
Hand Signed by Coach Sherrill — 


$149.95 


SND 2008 FicHTin’ Texas aacie Football preview: SEPTEMBER MATCHUPS 


0§.30.0§ 
ARKANSAS STATE RED WolVES 


LAST SEASON: 5-7, 3-4 iN SUN BELT 


OVERVIEW: 

This isn’t the same Arkansas State squad that took the Longhorns 
deep into the 4th quarter in last year's season opener, The Red 
Wolves (formerly the Indians) lost all of their starters in the second- 
aty, and four of the five starting offensive linemen. Still, they return 
two-time 1,000-yard rusher Reggie Arnold and starting quarter- 
back Corey Leonard, a 2007 All-Sun Belt Conference selection, 
Leonard threw for 2,235 yards and 16 touchdowns last season. 
Texas A&M and Arkansas State last met in 2003, where the Aggies 
only managed to gamer a 26-11 victory. Ironically, that was Dennis 
Franchione’s first game as Texas A&M's head coach 


AL'S PREDICTiou: 
The game shouldn't be close but first games are never certain, 
especially under a new head coach. Arold will be a good test for 
the Aggie defense, but in the end Mike Goodson and the A&M 
ground attack should lead an unstoppable offensive charge. 


SCHEDULE: 

Aug 30 at Texas A&M 
Sen Texas Southern 

Sea 13 Southern Mississipp! 
52920 Middle ennessee 
Sep27 at Memphis 


Oct11— Lousiana-Monroe 
Oct 18 at Lousiane-Lafayene 
Nov at Alabama 


Noy8 at Florida International 
Nov22 Florida Atlantic 
Nov29 at North Texas: 

Dec& at Troy 


04.20.08 
MiAmi HURRICANES 


LAST SEASON: 5-7, 2-6 in ACC 


OVERVIEW: 

The Aggies were embarrassed by the Hurricanes last year on na 
tional television, in what was inevitably the beainning of the end 
of the Dennis Franchione era. Though they stornped A&M, Miami 
never made much progress last season under first-year coach Ran- 
dy Shannon. The quarterback job is still in question, and Miami's 
talented young running backs must begin to live up to expecta- 
tions in order to open up the passing game. Defensively, the Hurri- 
canes hired former Kansas defensive coordinator Bill Young, whose 
Jayhawk defense was the 12th best unit in the country last year. 


AIS PREDICTion: 

Call it revenge, call it vindication, call it redemption or call ita 
litmus test. No matter how you label it, this is the non-conference 
game on everyone's mind entering the season. The ‘Canes can be 
out-schemed by many, but trumped on talent by few. Will Mike 
Sherman and Kyle Field be the difference? Our sources say yes 


SCHEDULE: 

Aug 28 Charleston Southern 
SeaG at florida 

Sep 20 at Texas A&M 
Sen27Noith Carolina 
Oct Forde State 

Oct j) USE 

OtIB atDuke 

Get25 Wake Forest 

Nev at Virginia 

Nov.13 Virginia Tech 

Nov 20 at Georgia Tech 
Nev29 at North Caraline State 


04.06.08 
AT NEW MEXiCo LoBos 


LAST SEASON: 9-4, 5-3 in) MOUNTAIN WEST 


OVERVIEW: 

Since 2001, New Mexico is the only team in the Mountain West to 
record at least six wins every year and never post a losing record in 
conference play. Last year was one of the program's most impres- 
sive seasons to date, as they posted a 9-4 record that included a 
23-0 win over Nevada in the New Mexico Bowl. The Lobos’ prolific 
offense is led by 3,000-yard passer Donovan Porterie. For the 
second week in a row, the Aggies will have to contain a two-time 
1,000-yard running back in Rodney Ferguson. Defensively, the Lo- 
bos are thin up front but retum all five starters in the secondary. 


AI’S PREDICTion= 

While New Mexico certainly isn’t the biggest name on the sched- 
ule, the team could pose one of the toughest matchups for the 
Aggies so early in the season, The overall talent level should tip the 
scale in A&MS favor, but this should certainly be circled as one to 
watch on the calendar. 


SCHEDULE: 

Aug 30 TCU 

Sep6 Texas A&M 

Sep lz Arizona 

Sep20 at Tulse 

Sep27 at New Mexico State 
Oet4 Wyoming 

Oct11  atBrigham Young 
Oai8 San Dego State 
Gct23 at AirFore 
Nov) Utah 

Noy@ at UNV 

Noy 15 at Cobrado State 


04.27.08 
ARMY BLACK KNIGHTS 


LAST SEASON: 3-4 


AVERVIEW 
The Black Knights struggled mightily in 2007, so much so that 
head coach Stan Brock closed practices in the spring to undergo 

a. complete overhaul, An option-based offensive attack emerged, 
and improving on their 86.6 rushing yards per game last season 
will be a necessity in order for Army to be competitive. With only 
four returning starters, offensive improvement will be no easy task. 
Defensively, the Black Knights only return five starters from a unit 
that gave up over 30 points and 423 yards per game last season 


AIS PREDICTION 

The Aggies barely squeaked out a victory two yeas ago in San 
Antonio over the Black Knights in a classic Alamodome matchup. 
This year’s contest will likely be much, much different. The two 
‘tradition-rich institutions may have a lot in common, but football 
teams probably won't be one of them this season. We look for the 
Aggies to win big here to clase out their non-conference schedule. 


SCHEDULE, 
Aug 29 Temple 
Sep6 New Hampshire 


Oca — atTukine 
Get!) Eastemn Michigan 
Oct18 atBulialo. 
Qct25 Louisiana Tech 
Novi Ai Force 

Nov® at Rice 

Nov22 at Rutgers 

Dec Nay 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


The Boss’s Desk 


The ultimate executive desk for the true Aggie fan. 


Handcrafted from wild Texas 
mesquite complete with the Texas 
A&M logo in 3D. 

A true one-of-a-kind item. 


Unique Mesquite Custom Interiors 
P.O. Box 387 © 235A 191th Street 
Hondo, Texas 78861 


www.uniquemesquite.com/tamudesk 
1-866-597-6100 
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An Aggie architect's vision 
leads to the construction of 
the most advanced sports 
facility in the world 


BY STEVE HUN 


i, 


By the time It oF 
the new home of the Dallas Cowboys in 
Arlington will be the most stat 
art sports facility in the world. The venue 
has already been awarded Super Bowl 
XLV in 2011 and the Cotton Bow! will 
soon start playing its annual New Year's 
Day affair there with the line of other 


-of-the- 


high-profile events forming to the right. 
Tey <M and the University of Arkan- 
sas announced that the two schools will 


renew their rivalry with annual games at 
the stadium, beginning i 
And the man behind it all is Bryan Tru- 
bey, a 1983 graduate from the A&M Col- 
lege of Architecture. 


is a design principal with Dal- 
Sports and Entertainment 


Group. But the new home of Ameri 


‘Team is just the latest in a long line of 


high-profile venues that this Aggie has 
designed i pele tan 


Dallas — the American Airline: 
Pizza Hut Park and Rangers Ballpark in 
ington. 
3rowing up in the Oak Cli 
Dallas, Trubey remembers always having 


ection of 


‘COURTESY HHKS: 


a strong interest in architecture. 

“I don’t remember a time I didn’t want 
to be an architect,” he said. “It’s just 
something from my early childhood on — 
I don’t know why but I just always wanted 
to be an architect. Back in grade school, 
when we were asked to provide illustra- 
tions about what we wanted to be when 
we grew up, I was always trying to draw 
things that an architect would do.” 

After graduating from Texas A&M 
in 1983, Trubey ventured north to the 
Windy City and that was when things re- 
ally started falling into place. 

“] was working with a firm in Chicago 
in my mid-20s and we had a joint venture 
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with another firm who had a big sports 
practice,” he recalled. “They offered me 
a job to work on a project and I thought it 
sounded pretty interesting.” 

‘That project was the Alamodome. 

“I thought, wow, this is right in my 
backyard,” he said. “My family has lived 
in Dallas for about 100 years and we still 
all live in the same neighborhood, so 
San Antonio is kind of my backyard. I've 
got a lot of friends from school who live 
there.” 

The Alamodome project lured Trubey 
to San Antonio in 1988 and he spent the 
next four years there. 

Since coming to HKS in 1992, Trubey 
has worked on a number of high-profile 
venues, but admits that designing the 
new home of the Cowboys has raised the 
bar significantly. 

“There are so many interesting things 
about that project, especially for an archi- 
tect,” he said. 


One thing that was interesting, Trubey 
said, is that the project is not just a sta- 
dium. 


“First and foremost, we wanted it to 
be one of the most important destination 
environments in the world,” he said. “Off 
the back of that is the desire to make it an 
important civic and regional landmark.” 

‘The quality of architecture and materi- 
als used are without equal for any stadium 
in the United States. 

“You won’t find a stadium with a finer 
approach in terms of making it an impor- 
tant civic landmark and the quality of ar- 
chitecture we tried to achieve in terms of 
the form of the buildings and the quality 
of the materials that we used,” he added. 


With construction of the stadium in 
full swing, Trubey doesn’t spend a great 
deal of time on site but does check in on 
the progress. 


—BryANn TRUBE 


“I spend probably the equivalent of 
three or four days a month over there,” 
he said. “We have a large team of people 
working on a project like this and my fo- 
cus is on the overall quality of the design 
and making sure we deliver on that qual- 
ity.” 

‘Trubey admits that the stadium has 
presented a unique but interesting set of 
challenges for him. 

“I think the biggest challenge has been 
to deliver a stunning piece of architec- 
ture,” he said. “That might not sound 
like such a big deal, but when you work 
ona building that is roughly three million 
square feet and this large, there arent any 
examples of this being done ina way that’s 
real pleasing. There are a lot of examples 
of just big, huge buildings that are engi- 
neering feats, but no examples of quality 
of look that we have achieved on this one. 
It’s actually a very elegant building.” 

By the time the facility opens next fall, 
cight years will have passed since Trubey 
and his firm started looking for sites suit- 
able for the project. 

“They had a national competition for 
the project in 2001,” he said, “and we 
were selected out of that competition to 
be the architects. Just because we hap- 
pened to be here wasn’t going to have 
much to do with why we were selected. 
‘That didn’t give us an advantage.” 

Since leaving Aggieland some 25 years 
ago, Trubey has made quite a name for 
himself in sports architecture. About the 
only thing this Aggie has not designed is 
at his alma mater. Trubey ad- 
landing such a project would be 
a special thing both for he and his firm. 
Maybe that’s in his future. After all, what 
could be better than a sparkling new fa- 
cility in Aggieland and one designed by 
an Aggie to boot? 1) 
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BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


It’s hard to believe the fiery 
freshman that took the field in Norman 
for an injured Reggie McNeal three years 
ago is entering his senior year. After un- 
dergoing off-season shoulder surgery, 
Stephen McGee wasn’t expected to par- 
ticipate in spring drills, and found him- 
self fighting tooth and nails to hold off a 
hungry sophomore Jerrod Johnson all the 
way through fall camp. Indeed, it’s been 
a roller coaster ride for No. 7, and while 
the 2008 season will ultimately define his 
legacy in the maroon and white, Aggie 
fans will have plenty of memories from 
which to choose from over his three year 
reign as starting quarterback. But how 
should he be remembered? 

A high school legend in tiny Bur- 
net, Texas, McGee came to Texas A&M 
vaunted as a prolific passer. The three- 
year starter at Class 3A Burnet High com- 
piled a 36-5 record for the Bulldogs, and 
finished his career with 8,256 yards pass- 
ing and a 3A state-record 101 touchdown 
passes. Though his teammate, fellow 
blue-chip recruit and best friend Jordan 
Shipley chose to don burnt orange, Mc- 
Gee followed the path of family members 
before him and headed to Aggieland. 

After redshirting as a freshman and ob- 
taining the starter’s role by the end of his 
second year on campus, McGee won the 
hearts of Aggies everywhere with his in- 
your-face style of play and unwillingness 
to back down. A nine-win sophomore 
season that concluded with a victory in 
Austin and a trip to the Holiday Bowl set 
the stage for what was sure to be the Ag- 
gies’ year in 2008. 

Unfortunately, that’s when things start- 
ed to turn ugly for the A&M program, 
and an early loss to Miami that left the 
McGee-led offense stagnant would be 
the catalyst to former head coach Dennis 
Franchione’s demise. Somewhere along 


the way, the recruit with the golden arm 
became better known as the battering- 
ram option quarterback who defended 
his coach whose head the fan base was 
calling for. 

Although McGee's name can be found 
in the top ten of just about every passing 
category in ‘Texas A&M’ record book 
— including career completions, single 
game attempts, season attempts (No. 1) 
and career completion percentage (also 
No. 1) —he’s widely regarded as a rushing 
quarterback. Coach Fran’s option-based 
offense combined with McGee’ win-at- 
all-cost, team-first mentality, led to him 
being labeled as a “run first” quarterback 
—a label much different from his high 
school days. 

With Franchione’s exit and Mike Sher- 
man’s entrance — along with the shift to 
a West Coast offense — a new chapter 
is set to unfold in the Stephen McGee/ 
‘Texas A&M story. After winning back 
his starter’ role during two-a-days (in an 
open competition that never was much of 
a competition at all), McGee will get one 
more shot at returning to the days of his 
high school accolades, where dropping 
back from under center, setting his feet, 


staying in the pocket and delivering bul- 
lets downfield can once again come natu- 
rally. 

‘Truth be told, a 2008 season that sees 
McGee develop into an NFL prospect 
would be the best thing that could happen 
to an Aggie program desperately needing 
to overcome its reputation as a quarter- 
back graveyard. Fortunately, if McGee 
can enjoy success this season, then the 
Aggies should as well, as college teams 
typically only go as far as their quarter- 
backs take them. 

Still, at the end of the day, Stephen 
McGee will simply be Stephen McGee 
=a quarterback who loves to compete, 
loves Texas A&M, and doesn’t let how 
he’s viewed or how he’ll be remembered 
get in the way of how he plays the game. 
Truly, McGee’s legacy is already full in- 
tact. A model citizen, a holder of both a 
bachelor’s and master’s degree from the 
prestigious and competitive Mays School 
of Business, and a leader both on and off 
the field, McGee embodies everything 
Texas A&M stands for. Anything that 
happens on the football field in 2008 is 
simply an unwritten chapter in a book 
that’s already been published. mu 
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Easterwood Airport — Whether arriving by commercial airline or in your own private aircraft, Easterwood Airport 


Fly; (CLL) provides the most convenient access to the Bryan-College Station community. The 
Y into airport is located just minutes from Texas A&M University and the George Bush 
the: f Presidential Library and Museum. American Eagle and Continental Connection offer daily 

CATT o: flights connecting through the Dallas-Ft. Worth and Houston airports. General Aviation 


customers receive the best customer service from professionally trained line attendants 


Aggieland. and AVTRIP points for fuel purchases. 


www.easterwoodairport.com 


(top left) Brandon and Tiffany Verzal and their daughter, Alexis, at the soccer Maroon & White game. The Coach G Charity Bash held prior to the game raised ap: 
proximately $32,000 for the Alexis Verzal fund to help pay medical expenses as Alexis works to overcome brain trauma injuries. For more information vi 

coachg.com. (above) Members of the class of 2012 load their belongings on to moving trucks before boarding buses for Fish Camp to get their first true taste of 
Aggieland. (bottom left) The new Texas A&M mascot, Reveille Vill, with her handler John Busch. (below) Local and national celebrities were in attendance at the 
soccer Maroon & White game including volleyball star Sarah Ammerman and basketball star Josh Carter (middle), as well as country music legends Garth Brooks 


and Trisha Yearwood (right). 
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Tickets Please... 
AN USHER EXPERIENCE 


BY LAUREN KERN ‘09 


When the season ticket holders in the upper west see- 
tion of Kyle Field return every fall, they always see one familiar 
face - Dan Kowalski. 

Kowalski stands at the aisle, smiles and shakes a few hands as 
everyone takes their seats. He eagerly awaits the game, just like 
the other 80,000 spectators. He isn’t a season ticket holder him- 
self, but rather, he is an usher at the home of the Aggies. 

Kowalski moved to College Station 20 years ago from Wy- 
oming. He attended the University of Wyoming on a football 
scholarship where he played as a 
guard. So, its no surprise that he 
found a place for himself at Kyle 
Field watching and supporting the 
Aggies. 

Working as an environmental co- 
ordinator for Walnut Creek Mining 
Company in Bremond for his day 
job, he adds usher supervisor to his 
list of job titles when football sea- 
son comes around. He doesn’t do it 
for the pay, but rather does it for the 
game. 

“T don’t have to do this. But, when 
July and August come around, Istart 
to get antsy for football season,” he 
said. 

Kowalski began ushering 20 
years ago as an alternate. When his 
second season came around, he worked a student section on the 
5 yard line. Ever since, Kowalski has been an almost permanent 
fixture on the upper west deck. In those 20 years, he has only 
missed two games. And the only reason for his absence was an 
aneurism in his aorta that required immediate surgery. 


LOTS OF MEMORIES 

Seeing the Aggies go through so many seasons, it comes as 
no surprise that Kowalski has made numerous memories and 
friends alike. Kowalski has seen Kyle Field in all different faces, 
hot and cold, good and bad. He remembers the Fresno State 
football game last September when people were dropping like 
flies from the scorching temperatures that reached to an almost 
100 degree heat index. 

‘Then, there was the time that, despite spending his childhood 
in the blistering winters of Wyoming, he remembers when Texas 
A&M played the University of Texas in a bitter cold game. 

“T have never been so cold as when we played UT back in the 
nineties. It was half rain, half snow and 30 mph winds. I was mis- 
erable,” Kowalski recalls. 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


“| have never been 
so cold as when we 
played UT back in the 
nineties. It was half 
rain, half snow and 
30 mph winds. | was 
miserable.” 


—Dan Kowalski 


‘Then there are the memories of the faces of Aggicland. When 
he worked in the student section he recalls a young Aggie. 

“I was ushering and a girl standing in a portal starts crying. 
Turns out she has a fear of heights,” he said. 

Kowalski moved her from what would have been a treacherous 
seat in the nose-bleed section of third deck, to a not so intimidat- 
ing seat at the bottom. 

Another time, a man rushed up to him explaining that his 86- 
year-old father wasn’t breathing. Kowalski rushed to the man 
who was passed out in the aisle 
and stood over him waiting for the 
EMT workers to get through the 
crowd of onlookers. He yelled at 
everyone to clear the aisle. 

“T felt like Moses parting the Red 
Sea,” he said. “I was so impressed 
by how people just moved.” 

After the medical team was able 
to get him breathing normally 
again, the man asked to stay and 
watch the rest of the game. Instead, 
the son took his reluctant father to 
the hospital. 


FAMILIAR FACES 
What Kowalski enjoys the most is 
greeting the old familiar faces that 
turn up every season. They stop by 
just to say hello with a friendly pat on the back and introduce 
him to new friends and family. 

He thinks of Steve, a president of a company in Dallas. As a 
child, Steve suffered from Polio and consequently is in a wheel- 
chair. He talks about helping to get him down the stairs to his 
seating area before the game, and helping him back up when the 
game was over. One year, Steve sent Kowalski a Christmas pres- 
ent. 

His friend Skip offers him a coke at every game and occasion- 
ally brings him a BBQ sandwich from a tailgate party. 

“T look forward to seeing the people and seeing what the team 
is going to do,” he said. 

And it’s not only the spectators, he adds. The ushers area great 
group of people dedicated to serving Kyle Field. Al Bormann, 
the head usher, is so dedicated that he worked for an entire year 
without pay. 

Missing only two games ina span of 20 years, Kowalski clearly 
shows that same commitment to helping out the Aggies at Kyle 
Field. But, at the end of the day, he concludes with, “after all, I’m 
just an usher.” &N 
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Keith Ellis home in Traditions —close to evétything, but peacefully secluded. 
Great Room with stunning views ofthe finishing hole of The Tiadicions Club! 
5,195 square feet of luxurious living spa 
Contempora Hill Country design by He owe 
Terrazzo floors aid 8-foot solid wood doors throughout. 
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Open Monday — Saturday 


10 am —9 pm 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


1 mile from Texas A&¢M University off University Drive (less than 3 miles to Kyle Field), 
2 bedroom, 2.5 baths, gated community - clubhouse, pool, media facility, fitness room & ethernet. 
Each condo has over 1,100 square feet with full size washer & dryer. Fenced yard. 


Gameday condos or luxury student living ready for move-in! | Starting at $130's 
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LaRoche GM Dealerships 
900 Hwy 290 W 
Brenham, TX 77833 
1-800-3LaRoche 


Come by and see us for all your service, collision repair, parts, and 
vehicle purchase needs. Our Sales department sells Chevrolet, 
Cadillac, Pontiac, Buick and GMC Trucks. 


24 Hour Roadside Assistance: 979-830-3693 
Business hours: 7:30-5:00 Mon-Fri 8:00-12:00 Sat 


TEXAS A&M Cutting Boards 


“My A&M board came as a gifi from a friend 
who knows I love to cook. I just love its size 
and that it screams AGGIE!” 


Nick Consiglio, Class of “02 


Order Online 
www.LifetimeCuttingBoards.com “Officially Licensed 
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aggieowned &operated 


he ter y at sound like an expression 
pulled from a Jeff Foxworthy comedy routine, but the people of 
Aggieland know the true power the word holds. Often it is used 
to describe Aggies that are so fanatically devoted to their alma 
mater that they view A&M traditions as though they were direc- 
tions sent from above. Never once have they missed the chance to 
yell “Uncover!” at two-percenters who fail to remove their hats. 
Jessica Jones-Horvath *95 and her husband, Randy, have 
tapped into this passion for Aggieland through the opening of 
their newest business venture — Redass Sportswear. While this 
may be their first foray into collegiate retail, the couple already 
has experience as private business owners. The husband and wife 
team also owns The Greek Boutique and RA Athletics Co. here 
Nollege Station. 
le the couple has found great success on the path they 
have taken in life, owning a small business has not always been 
their dream. Randy and Jessica were living in Sugar Land, Texas 
over seven years ago when they decided it was time for a change. 
Randy spent sixteen years building a career in broadcasting, yet 
felt he was ready to try something new. 


L OF AGC D 


Jessica had been eager to move back to Aggieland since gradu- 
ating in 1995. 

“We wanted a place we could put down roots,” said Randy, 
who also craved that “small town feel.” 

On a trip to Charleston, South Carolina they came across a 
Greek store that piqued their interest and caused them to look 
into the fraternity and sorority retail industry for themselves. Af 
ter starting their own online Greek store, they found an existing 
Greek boutique in College Station, and within six months were 
the new owners. 

‘The Greek Boutique grew rapidly, eventually leading to the 
development of a new business. The embroidery and screen 


printing done by the store eventually 
turned into RA Athletics Company due 
to the high demand. The company now 
handles all of the Texas A&M football 
team’s monogramming needs, including 
printing all 130 players’ names on their 
jerseys. 

Their reputation as the go-to com- 
pany for any last minute problem is 
what keeps their solid fan base growing. 
Randy confirms that “you never ever tell 
the customer no, in relation to solving 
their problems.” As a result, they have 
“done some very bizarre things.” Randy 
validates this statement by recounting a 
story of an unexpected order for a re- 
constructed batting glove. 

Last Spring, the Horvaths received a 
last minute order from an A&M baseball 
player who underwent hand surgery that 
made batting with anormal batting glove 
, impossible. Although inexperienced in 

specialized batting gloves, the two im- 
mediately said yes and, as usual, solved the customer’s problem. 


Always looking for new challenges, the couple decided to open 
a collegiate retail company on the heels of the success of RA 
Athletics Co. The next step was choosing a name for the new 
endeavor. While throwing out Aggie terminology “that tied back 
to the tradition of the school,” Randy and Jes kept coming 
back to the word they felt most embodied the Bonfire spirit that 
they hoped to capture in the name. 

“Everybody came together for Bonfire, and we wanted some- 
thing that was going to be a little edgy — something that really 
stood out,” explained Randy. 

Redass Sportswear has since opened on [Harvey Road in Col- 
lege Station and shares a storefront with The Greek Boutique. 
Aggie sportswear fills 75 percent of the new store that contains 
dressing rooms modeled after the tu. outhouses that tradition- 
ally sat atop the annual Bonfire. 

‘The many definitions of redass can be found on the company 
web site, including: Redass: (red-ass) — In Texas: one who is be- 
yond being a bad ass, one who will do whatever it takes to get the 
job done and will shoot first and ask questions later. 

Without a doubt, the pair has successfully captured the spirit 
of Aggieland in the hard work and dedication they have displayed 
over the years. As Randy and Jessica have proven, they will do 
whatever it takes to get the job done. mu 
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